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KALAKBAY   
Kalakbay is a Filipino word which means “fellow traveller”.  Kalakbay (カラクバイ)』はフィリピノ語で『共に歩む人』という意味です。

Celebrating All Saints and All Souls Day in Japan 

Filipinos married to Japanese Catholics have a lot to share in the conduct of the celebration of All 
Saints and All Souls Day in Japan.  Their experiences may vary, but many of them agree that during 
the month of August, they too still go to the tombs of their husbands’ ancestors.  Just like in most 
countries in the world, Catholics in Japan would also troop to the cemetery during All Souls Day to 
visit their dearly departed. They come early to clean the tombs, light a candle and offer flowers, food 
and incense too.  Those married to non-Catholics however do not go to the cemetery during November 
2, as this is not being practiced.  Their spouses insist to visit the tomb of the relatives and loved ones 
of their spouses on the August instead, when 
they ce lebra te the Ghost Festival.   

Dur ing the Ghos t Festival, the locals 
would prepare the altar in their homes as they 
wait for the visit of the spirit of their ancestors. 
One Filipina married to a Japanese had shared 
that every year, a B u d d h i s t m o n k 
schedules a specific day where the said 
monk leads a prayer on behalf of the family.  
Just like this Filipina, foreigners married to 
the locals are expected to participate in the 
r e l i g i o u s r i t u a l s facilitated by the monk.  
On that day special food are also being prepared for the visit.  A bowl of rice is daily served in front of 
the image or picture of the deceased ancestors with sticks of incense lighted next to their images. 
Many Japanese believe that the spirit of their ancestors returns to visit them on the first day of “Obon” 
Festival and leave on the final day.   

The local Japanese cultural practices observed during Obon Festival in their treatment of their 
deceased ancestors resemble very much to the traditional cultural religious practices of the Catholics 
during All Saints and All Souls Days, particularly among the Filipinos.  Filipino families not only visit 
the tombs of their loved ones, they too clean them before All Souls Day. They return to the cemetery 
on All Souls Day and bring flowers, light many candles and share food.  Many would even spend the 
whole day in the cemetery almost partying with and among relatives.  The unfortunate part of such 
practice nowadays seems to focus on the merriment.  Many more of those visiting the cemetery have 
forgotten to offer prayers for their deceased loved ones. They do not even go to Church anymore on 
that day. They give more importance to the merry-making than to pay respect to their departed loved 
ones.  

With Covid-19 pandemic, such cultural practices on November 2 in the Philippines  will no longer be 
permitted, at least this year to discourage social gathering.  People will be confined at their homes 
where they could pray for their beloved dead. They could however anticipate their visit to the tombs of 
their loved ones or postpone it after November 2.  What is actually important is the quality of prayers 
that every Christian could really offer to their dearly departed loved ones.
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Community News

Month of the Holy Rosary held via Zoom 

Unable to gather as a community in the Church for their usual Marian devotion of praying the 
Holy Rosary during the month of October, many Catholics had resorted to organize themselves in 
small groups and gathered nonetheless virtually for this most famous Marian devotion. They use 
whatever social media platform available to gather and pray. Highly laudable was the effort made 
by the Gathering of the Filipino Groups and Communities (GFGC) and the Couples for Christ 
(CFC) in Tokyo archdiocese who got united to pray the Holy Rosary every night for the whole 
month of October.  Their primary objective was to offer prayers for the intention of the families.   

At least eighty people had participated in the Rosary held every evening via Zoom.  Within the 
first week of October, they even managed to celebrate the feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary 
last October 7 at nine in the evening.  Their Rosary was a remarkable cooperation of the leaders 
that had brought together familiar faces in an hour of spiritual journey.  For some, the nightly 
Rosary could be an act of sacrifice; for others it could have a long-term spiritual benefit. 
Moreover, it was also a moment of spiritual collaboration for parents alternately leading the 
Rosary with their children.  It was a joy to witness young and adult children praying together with 
their parents the Holy Rosary.  

Related to the Month of the Holy Rosary, with the assistance of lay volunteers, CTIC had sold 
over 800 pieces of Mission rosaries for the month of October.  The Mission rosaries made in 
Mexico was intended for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, but considering that such sports event was 
postponed to next year, the rosaries could still be great religious souvenir for this month of the 
Holy Rosary. 
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Community News
Simbang Gabi in Tokyo to Continue in the Midst of Pandemic 

The parish priests of Chibadera and Meguro church had announced recently that the Simbang Gabi 
in Tokyo Archdiocese would still be held this coming December despite Covid-19 pandemic. This 
was communicated to CTIC by the above concerned parish priests when they requested for help to 
find priest to preside the Mass.   The assistant parish priest of Chibadera, Fr. Pal Berdos will lead 
the Simbang Gabi celebration in Chiba area. Besides him, other English-speaking priests will be 
invited to celebrate the evening masses.  

His Excellency Tarcicius Kikuchi Isao, the archbishop of Tokyo, will preside the first novena Mass 
of the now renowned Filipino religious tradition, which is being observed not only in Japan but also 
in the different cities of the world where a large community of Filipinos is present. For nine 
evenings starting Tuesday, December 15, 2020 the Simbang Gabi will take place at St. Anselm’s 
Catholic Church at seven o’clock.  Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, only 48 parishioners 
will still be allowed to participate in the Mass. Besides the archbishop of Tokyo, different priests 
from the archdiocese had been invited to preside the Mass everyday to allow devout Filipino 
Catholics to listen to homilies from various guest-priests.   

Just like last year, the English Pastoral Ministry of CTIC had been responsible for inviting the 
Mass presider for this program now considered part of the parish activities for the English-speaking 
communities. While Simbang Gabi may have originated from the Philippines, everybody is most 
welcome to the novena of masses, which will end on the 23rd of December, being the 9th day.  For 
practical reason, the Simbang Gabi that is usually celebrated at dawn is mostly done in the evening 
for the Filipinos overseas. In countries like Japan, where winter could be harsh, it is impossible for 
the Filipinos to go to Church for the Simbang Gabi at dawn.  
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Community News
Sayonara Gathering for Fr. Nelson Cabasisi Held 

Last 26 October 2020 at four o’clock in the afternoon the PhilMiss-Kanto Group has organized a 
Sayonara Gathering via Zoom for Fr. Nelson Cabasisi, one of its very active members who would 
exit Japan for good on November leaving his mission in Saitama Diocese. Fellow Filipino 
missionary, Fr. Brian Malnegro, who also works in Saitama Diocese hosted the virtual event. The 
program began with a prayer led by Scalabrinian missionary Fr. Edwin Corros of CTIC. It was 
immediately followed by a video presentation prepared by lay missionary, Ms. Erlyn Regondon, on 
the missionary life of Fr. Nelson who has served Japan Church for several years.   

SVD missionary Fr. Nelson Barbarona, who used to work in Tokyo but was transferred this year by 
his congregation to Nagasaki Diocese, has dedicated a beautiful song to honor his ‘Tukayo’. Other 
missionaries who had joined in the simulated gathering were lay missionaries Ms. Erlyn Regondon 
and Ms. Neddie Codog of Tokyo and Saitama diocese respectively; Sr. Evangeline Obero of the 
Visitation Sisters; Sr. Abby Avelino of the Maryknoll Sisters; Mercedarian Sister Marjorie Garcia; 
SVD missionary based in Niigata Diocese, Fr. Chito Lorenzo; Passionist priest, Fr. Nonoy Plaza 
based now in Osaka; and Fr. Brian Malnegro of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, who was the 
emcee of the event. They all gave their personal messages to the departing coworker in the Church 
mission.  Before concluding the Sayonara Gathering on behalf of PhilMiss, lay missionary Neddie 
presented Fr. Nelson a small token of appreciation for the missionary service he had rendered to the 
Japanese Church.  

Responding to the earlier farewell messages of his fellow missionaries, Fr. Nelson Cabasisi had 
happily acknowledged their efforts for organizing the Sayonara Gathering.  He then shared the 
circumstances that he considered important that had shaped his recent decision, which he had 
earlier discussed with his superior, the bishop of Saitama. His decision was attributed partly to his 

unfortunate experience of 
lockdown both in the 
Philippines and Japan due 
to Covid-19 pandemic. His 
fellow missionaries had 
wished h im wel l and 
prayers for his new journey. 
Fr. Nelson will move to the 
D i o c e s e o f M a a s i n , 
S o u t h e r n L e y t e , 
Philippines.
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English Ministry Invites all to an Online Advent Recollection 

The English Ministry of CTIC will conduct an Advent Recollection on Saturday, December 5, 
2020 at 2:00 to 4:00 PM. Fr. Edwin D. Corros, CS will be facilitating the recollection which will 
have a theme “The Advent of God in the time of Covid-19 Pandemic.”  Just like last year, this 
would only be the recollection that the English Pastoral Ministry will hold during this year.  No 
other Advent Recollection will be organized by CTIC for the English-speaking community.  As 
early as now, interested parishioners in Tokyo Archdiocese are invited to reserve this date in their 
calendar.   This Advent Recollection will be delivered via Zoom. Interested parishioners are invited 
to preregister by calling CTIC.  

Community News
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Community News
World Sea Sunday Commemorated last September 27 

On the occasion of the 100 years of the foundation of the 
Apostleship of the Sea (AOS) in Glasgow, Scotland Fr. Edwin 
Corros has used the flat form of AOS-Tokyo to speak about this 
wonderful Church ministry that serves the people working at sea at 
the two masses he had celebrated at Catholic Meguro Parish.  
Considering that not many are really familiar of this apostolate in 
the Church, the priest has to basically introduce the identity of the 
Apostleship of the Sea, which is now being called as Stella Maris.   

In his homily, Fr. Edwin has shared that based on the global report 
of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) at least 90 percent of the goods and food that 
people consumed in the world is transported through the sea, making the jobs of the seafarers 
extremely important.  Many of them however are not treated well and it is mostly the ship owners 
who are benefitting more from their hard work.  He further explained that the Church for the past 
100 years had been constantly expressing her great concern not only to the seafarers, but moreover 

to their families. Of recent, the 
Church has been more concerned 
of the welfare of the fishermen, 
who are also working in the sea 
for the consumption of the world 
and they are discovered to work in 
the most vulnerable environment.  
The Church invites everyone at 
least to pray for the alleviation of 
their condition if unable to help in 
other means. 

Kiyose Church would Celebrate Christmas Eve Mass 

In preparation for the coming Christmas celebration, the parish priest 
of Kiyose Catholic Church, Fr. Nishikawa has recently requested the 
help of CTIC for a priest to celebrate Christmas Eve Mass for their 
international community. He suggested celebrating another Mass 
exclusively for the foreign Catholics on December 24, 2020 at 10:00 
PM. Due to the limited number of parishioners allowed to enter the 
Church; the parish will celebrate two Japanese Masses and one for the 
international community.  This is the first time that Kiyose will 
celebrate English Mass on Christmas eve, because he was worried that 
the international community would not be able to join the two 
Japanese masses due to the large number of Japanese parishioners who 
would likewise try to participate in the two masses.  Fr. Edwin D. 
Corros, CS has been assigned to celebrate the English Mass. 
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Community News
PhilMiss Kanto held Webinar on “Philhealth, SSS, and  

Philippine Travel Protocols” 

The Philippine Missionaries Kanto (PhilMiss 
Kanto) Group had conducted a webinar last October 
24 (Saturday) with Fr. Resty Ogsimer, the executive 
secretary of the Episcopal Commission of Migrants 
and Itinerant People (ECMI), of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) as 
the resource speaker.  The said webinar was 
participated by PhilMiss members from Osaka, 
Kyoto, Aomori, Nagasaki, Tokyo, Saitama, and 
Yokohama dioceses.  Pertinent to Philhealth issues, 
Fr. Resty had explained that Republic Act No. 11223 or referred to as the Universal Health Care 
(UHC) Act of the Philippines signed by President Rodrigo Duterte last February 20, 2019 is 
currently suspended.  Therefore, as of the moment, the OFWs can still pay their premiums 
voluntarily.  He had also discussed the possible effects of UHC Act to OFWs and other concerned 
individuals when this will be implemented again justifying also the help it could yield to the 
country’s health care system when supported by every Filipino citizen. 

Fr. Resty had also discussed the Philippine welfare system referring to the Social Security System 
(SSS), where he encouraged the missionaries to continue paying their premiums while working 
abroad and while still not reaching 60 years of age.  During the Q&A, some concerns of OFWs 
were mentioned pertaining to issues on online registration with “mySSS portal” where the given 5 
options to register are a bit difficult to follow; a foreigner who wishes to continue paying his 
premium despite currently residing in his home country; and the Exchange of Diplomatic Notes 
for the Entry into Force of the Agreement between Japan and the Republic of the Philippines on 
Social Security that may help Filipinos here in Japan.  Fr. Resty promised to bring these issues to 
the concerned agency and hopes to get an immediate response. 

Lastly, he added in the discussion that one of the relevant topics everyone has been enthusiastic to 
hear is the procedures when traveling home this Christmas holidays.  Wistfully he enumerated the 
protocols one may encounter during this time of pandemic yet he strongly advised not to go home 
while the condition in the Philippines is still unstable.  According to him it will be too burdensome 
physically, emotionally, and financially if one will take the risk to travel. 

At the culmination of the webinar, the participants had expressed their interest to continue 
contributing to SSS at the same time they were saddened that many of those who plan to visit the 
Philippines during this Christmas holidays may not be possible to do it with ease. 
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CTIC Keitai “Good News” 

To subscribe for CTIC Keitai “Good 
News” , you may emai l us a t 
info@ctic.jp. 
For old subscribers who are not able to 
receive their good news, kindly email 
us from your keitai to:  info@ctic.jp

Catholic Tokyo International Center 
カトリック東京国際センター 

4-6-22 Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku, 
Tokyo 141-0021 

Tel (03) 5759 - 1061

Community News

Night of Prayer in Goi will resume this November 

Beginning November, the Night of Prayer in Goi will resume since it was temporarily 
discontinued last March due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Upon the request of the community and 
with the approval of the parish priest, Fr. Tien has informed CTIC through Fr. Edwin that the 
monthly Night of Prayer being held in Goi Parish will resume.   In their conversation Fr. Tien has 
told Fr. Edwin however to remind everyone who will participate in the Night of Prayer to observe 
the usual necessary health protocols such as registration requirement for contact tracing; thermal 
check; the use of alcohol for disinfection; and social distancing. Moreover, the catechism being 
conducted by Therese Japitana with the international community every third Sunday of the month 
will similarly resume next month in Goi Parish. Both aforementioned parish activities with the 
help of CTIC missionaries had stopped since March this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
With the near normal situation in the country, apparently many faithful parishioners are looking 
forward to go back to their previous religious parish activities. 

mailto:info@ctic.jp
mailto:info@ctic.jp
http://e-pastoral.ctic.jp/
http://www.ctic.jp
mailto:info@ctic.jp
mailto:info@ctic.jp

