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KALAKBAY   
Kalakbay is a Filipino word which means “fellow traveller”.  Kalakbay (カラクバイ)』はフィリピノ語で『共に歩む人』という意味です。

When disasters are experienced in New Year 

For the Chinese, the Koreans and the Vietnamese, New Year has just 
begun. The first new moon or Lunar New Year falls on 25 January 2020. It is 
the Year of the metal Rat, the animal that ranks first in the zodiac signs of the 
Chinese lunar calendar. The rat is an animal that many people do not really like. 
They are considered pests. In the middle ages, they were the culprits of the 
famous Black Plague that had claimed the lives of a third of the European 
population according to European history. Amusingly though, they are also loved 
by a lot of people particularly by those who go to the happiest place on earth – the 

Disneyland, where Mickey and Minnie Mouse reside.  

Being a leap year, when the month of February has 29 days, a lot of 
superstitious beliefs are roaming around the world. Even some Christians are 
sharing eschatological stories via social media and describe the current 
calamities engulfing various parts of the world as signs of the impending end 
of the world.  They claim that the ongoing bush fires in Australia, the very 
strong typhoons that hit several countries in the world and the recent 
volcanic eruption in the Philippines are considered clear signs of the biblical 

prophecy.  Added to these natural calamities are the political protests of citizens in various 
countries against the oppressions they experienced from their government leaders.  The recent 
spread of coronavirus, which is perceived to be more deadly than SARS that has originated from 
Wuhan, China, is another life threatening concern.  Where the largest celebration of the Lunar New 
Year is celebrated, China had even cancelled many of its grand celebrations. The government 
deeply worries about how to contain the spread of the new killer disease.  Death is just around the 
corner for many. Travel bans are being imposed by some governments too if only to curtail its 
spread, applying particularly to those travellers coming from China.  

Meanwhile, what is imminently irreversible is the effect of the 
abuse of humans towards creation.  This seems to be neglected and 
continuous to be ignored by powerful world leaders who have all the 
means to mitigate the horrendous effects of global warming.  More 
people had become direct victims of climate change.  Those severely 
affected have lost their means of livelihood. The farmers and fishermen 
whose lives depend merely on the land they till and on the sea that 
surrounds them are the first usual victims.  Of recent, more and more of them are leaving their 
homes and are forced to moved to places where they see hope to survive. They add to the 
unrelenting rising number of migrants or refugees that had inundated many urban centers.  

At the initial part of 2020, the world is already confronted by 
so many disasters.  Christians have only one recourse: to pray 
more and to trust in the mercy of God that all these negative 
events will come to pass and will spare mankind from more 
destruction. For those who are able to help, this is the time to 
really demonstrate the call of God to care for one another.  
This is the opportune time to translate faith into action. 
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Community News

 GFGC celebrated New Year`s Party 

 The Gather ing of 
F i l i p i n o G r o u p s a n d 
Communities (GFGC) had 
celebrated its annual New 
Year’s Party last January 18, 
2020 at the parish hall of the 
Catholic Meguro Church.  
About a hundred people came 
to join and enjoy not only the 
usual inundation of food that 
e v e r y c o m m u n i t y h a d 
contr ibuted but to share 
laughter and exchange stories 
with friends whom they seldom 
see in person because they 
reside in locations far away 
from each other.  This annual 
event attracts them who are actively involved in their parishes whether they are in Tokyo or 
Chiba area. It lets them catch up with their friends whom they only meet in social media. At 
least thirteen parishes from within Tokyo were represented at the event. There were others who 
came from nearby dioceses like Saitama and Yokohama.   

 The gathering began with a thanksgiving Mass in honor of Santo Nino, the 
Philippines’ most celebrated religious feast. Members of the Leytenos and Samarenos in Japan 
(LSJ) had led the parishioners in dancing the statue of the Holy Infant Jesus at the beginning of 
the Mass.  They also danced the ‘Sinulog’ at the end of the Mass, which Fr. Edwin D. Corros 
had presided.  In his homily, he did not only talk about the relevance of GFGC gathering, but he 
had likewise encouraged Filipino devotees of the Holy Infant to truly practice the virtue of 
humility to which the Son of God has made himself known to humanity, revealing himself in 
the image of a child, vulnerable, simple and truly powerless.  

 After the Mass, the event had moved smoothly to lunch where food once more had 
flooded the serving tables.  It has been now a practice of those attending the GFGC event to 
bring food.  When everyone had taken his or her fill the general assembly began with the report 
of Dr. Mel Kasuya, GFGC’s overall coordinator. She narrated the achievements of the GFGC in 
2019.  Copies of her report were distributed upon registration. She had likewise shared the plans 
of the GFGC for 2020. Among them are the liturgical music workshop that will take place in 
February 15; a family outing on April or May; and the usual liturgical concert to be held 
sometime in September. Having no issue or question raised on the report, the socials 
immediately followed to which the social committee had facilitated various fun games. 
Everybody had a great time in the thematic fun games that they had participated.  The event 
concluded with the group picture taking and exchanging of gifts. 
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 Formation seminar for lay ministers of the Eucharist held 
  
 People involved in the Eucharistic Ministry deserves to be accompanied by their 
spiritual leaders in their religious and spiritual formation and in the fulfillment of the 
development of the divine worship.  They are also being required to constantly undergo training 
and on-going formation with the intention to help them appreciate and commit more fully to the 
Eucharistic Ministry. In a more developed Church reality, the bishop does not permit anyone to 
be part of the Eucharistic Ministry without undergoing preparation and annual formation 
seminar to continue one’s service to the Church.  
  
 Last Sunday, 18 January 2020 at the conference room of the Catholic Tokyo 
International Center, thirteen lay people had joined the on-going formation seminar for lay 
Eucharistic Ministry facilitated by Fr. Edwin D. Corros.  They were all parishioners of Catholic 
Meguro Parish. Some are active members of the parish community of Meguro.  Five members 
of the El Shaddai community had also participated in the seminar.  Having fulfilled the 
requirement to undergo an on-going seminar, the names of the participants will be forwarded to 
the parish priest of Meguro who has the authority to endorse to the bishop who will eventually 
be selected as special minister of the Eucharist of St. Anselm’s Catholic Church.  At the 
seminar, the participants are reminded that the authority given by the bishop to any lay minister 
of the Eucharist is limited to serve only in the parish 
where one is a registered member.   

 The Eucharistic Ministry is the most important 
service provided by the Catholic Church pertinent to her 
divine worship.  The Eucharist being the center and 
source of the life of the Church requires a diligent 
preparation for all the members of the Church and lay 
ministers are particularly reminded of their very 
important role.

Community News

Catechism for Filipinos at Meguro resumed 

 The catechism is a teaching tool used by the Catholic Church to instruct her adherents 
understand and deepen their faith.  The book on Catholic catechism may not be as sacred as the 
Bible, but it is a very significant tool that every Catholic must have. Unfortunately if the Bible is 
already considered by many a difficult tool to read one must not wonder many are not inclined to 
read a book on catechism. It is for this reason why the catechism is given importance by those 
who really wish to know more about their faith and how it could also help them appreciate on 
what they believe.  

 After the Christmas holidays the Filipinos frequenting the Pilipino Mass at St. 
Anselm’s Catholic Church at Meguro did not waste time to go back to its monthly catechism last 

Saturday, 11 January 2012.  Their last session for 2019	
was	 held	 in	 November	 as	 December	 had	 been	
occupied	 with	 so	 many	 Advent	 season	 activities	
and	Christmas	parties.	 	With	Fr.	Edwin	Corros,	CS	
the	session	had	discussed	 the	 topic	on	 the	Church	
document	 ‘Lumen	 Gentium’,	 particularly	 tackling	
the	 topic,	 “Called	 to	 holiness.”	 	 About	 thirty	
parishioners	had	participated	in	the	catechism	that	
lasted	until	10:00	PM.
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CTIC Keitai “Good News” 

To subscribe for CTIC Keitai “Good 
News” , you may ema i l u s a t 
info@ctic.jp. 
For old subscribers who are not able to 
receive their good news, kindly email 
us from your keitai to:  info@ctic.jp

Catholic Tokyo International Center 
カトリック東京国際センター 

4-6-22 Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku, 
Tokyo 141-0021 

Tel (03) 5759 - 1061

Community News

Seminar workshop on liturgical music 
  

Liturgical music plays a very significant role in the divine worship.  Many times, the 
music ministry could help or even ruin worshipers in their usual religious or spiritual journey 
such as when parishioners attend Mass.  It is for this reason why the Education Committee of 
the Gathering of Filipino Groups and or communities (GFGC) will hold a liturgical music 
workshop on Saturday, 15 February 2020 at the parish hall of the Catholic Meguro Church from 
1:00 to 5:00 PM. Following the celebration of its New Year’s Party last January 18, this is the 
second major activity of the GFGC which aims at helping parishioners develop their God given 
talents and hopefully strengthen their commitment to serve in their parish liturgical celebration. 
This particular seminar workshop will deal with voice coaching which aims at assisting choir 
members on improving their singing skills.  

As in the past, Ms. Puchie Gan Velez, the education committee coordinator will again 
facilitate this liturgical workshop, which promises participants to advance their singing 
techniques that would equally improve the quality of their music ministry.  A Japanese voice 
coach will be invited to help interested choir members in improving their singing skills.  The 
seminar is open to all interested parishioners who would like to learn the techniques in singing 
and improving their service in the music ministry.   
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