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KALAKBAY   
Kalakbay is a Filipino word which means “fellow traveller”.  Kalakbay (カラクバイ)』はフィリピノ語で『共に歩む人』という意味です。

Christmas in the midst of Covid-19 pandemic 

In Christian countries generally people automatically think of gifts whenever the season of Christmas 
arrives. They easily associate Christmas with gift giving – of material things in particular. But what is 
there to give when many people have lost their jobs or means of livelihood due to Covid-19 pandemic. 
Some families have even lost a loved one who used to be the breadwinner and provider for the needs 
of the family.  Many people have lost their capacity to share, to give.  This Christmas is indeed a 
different one.  

The entire year of 2020 were dominated by the invisible Covid-19.  It has conquered and controlled 
the lives of all people in the world. Most people are hoping and praying that this most dreaded virus 
will go away soon. It still until now continues to menace all countries in the world even if recently 
news of the discovery of a vaccine for Covid-19 were reported. Until a vaccine is readily available, 
one remains anxious and vulnerable to the virus. With 
the availability of the vaccine before the end of the year 
that was announced by one of the prominent pharmaceutical 
companies in the world, even developing countries had 
expressed their dire need to get the vaccine as soon as 
possible for whatever it costs. T h e v a c c i n e h a s b e e n 
reported 95% effect ive giving hope to many people 
around the world.  For many Christian believers, the 
availability of the Covid-19 vaccine is indeed a Christmas 
gift.  There is however some doubts on how the vaccine 
could be practically useful to others who may not have the 
capacity to access the vaccine due to its alleged prohibitive cost. Would this mean that such Christmas 
gift becomes only accessible to the wealthy? This remains to be seen in the next few months in the 
event that this curative gift for a price could really help prevent the spread of Covid-19.  

Meanwhile, in the midst of Covid-19 pandemic, where anxiety is constantly attacking those who 
could not cope with the stress that comes with occasional lockdown or whenever confronted by the 
health protocols required as one goes out in public, Christmas could still be a meaningful celebration. 
Just learn how to keep the true spirit of the birth of the Savior alive. Think for instance of the time 
when Jesus was born in a manger. Reflect on the dangerous circumstance by which the Holy Family 
had to face when King Herod had to kill all infants due to his insecurity that someone was already 
born to take over his rule.  Ponder on the angels announcing the birth of the Savior to the shepherds.  
They were the first witnesses to see the human face of God. Contemplate on the song “Silent Night.” It 
was indeed the holiest night ever when Jesus Christ was born, so calm and peaceful.  There are just so 
many beautiful sights and moments of that glorious time when the first Christmas took place. This 
Christmas is a moment of grace to go back to the time when the Son of God was born poor, when the 
Savior was so vulnerable, when the future King of the Universe will reign without a place to call his 
own.  Now, compare where you live and see the difference. Your situation might be a lot better than 
that of Jesus.  Have a blessed Christmas from all of us in CTIC!

(photo from internet)

http://www.ctic.jp
http://e-pastoral.ctic.jp/


Catholic Tokyo International Center (CTIC) December 2020                          No. 176

http://www.ctic.jp http://e-pastoral.ctic.jp/  

Community News

Light shines in darkness and darkness could not overpower it. 
A Christmas Message from Fr. Kenji Takagi 

This year we have to celebrate Christmas in the situation that we had never expected just a 
year ago. I know some of you had to suffer the sadness of losing your beloved ones due to the 
pandemic. My sympathies are with you. 

In summer, we could not see the Olympic-Paralympic games in Tokyo. The diocese of Tokyo 
had planned an event of prayer for peace during the Olympic period inviting the visitors from the 
world. This event was realized in the different way as a prayer event for the world suffering of the 
pandemic in July at St. Ignatius Church. It was presided by Archbishop Kikuchi but was closed to 
the general audience. The diocese had prepared 5,000 rosaries for that event. The rosary was 
consisted of five colors: blue, white, red, green and yellow. Each color represents the five 
continents of the world.  The image of the statue of St. Mary niched at the Grotto of Tokyo 
Cathedral and a logo that was designed by a Mexican priest was used for the medal of the rosary.  
After the event many rosaries were left unused. When the diocese office could not find what to do 
with those many rosaries, Filipinos helped a lot by buying many for themselves and as 
“pasalubong” for families and friends in the Philippines. Just through a CTIC staff alone, Filipino 
church members had already bought more than 850 rosaries. Most Japanese Catholics would think 
only that one rosary is enough, like even though you have many rooms in your home; only one 
vacuum cleaner is enough. But I could found out that many Filipinos think differently. They have 
many rosaries and they put them in many places or carry it with them for many reasons, such as 
they pray anytime and anywhere. It seems that the rosary is not a mere instrument for prayer but 
like a symbol that helps them be reminded of God and their mother or families who transmitted 
the faith in God to them. Yes, we are with God anytime, anywhere and the distance does not cut 
the bonds of family.  This is our hope. 

The Gospel of the morning mass of Christmas tells us, “Light shines in darkness, and darkness 
could not overpower it.” (John1:5). May this word be realized among us and in the world.  God 
bless you all and Merry Christmas! 
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Community News
On-going formation for commentators of Meguro Parish 

Members of the Ministry of the Word of the international community of the Catholic Meguro 
Church had conducted a webinar on how to properly enliven the congregation during the 
Eucharistic celebration. It was an attempt to improve the service of the Lectors and Commentators 
Ministry serving the English Masses in the parish.   The virtual seminar was prompted to improve 
the level of competence required from commentators serving the Eucharistic celebration. Not all 
lectors could serve as commentator; hence a training is necessary and the seminar served likewise 
as an ongoing formation to its members.  

The webinar was held last Tuesday, 3 
November via Zoom from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. The 
said seminar was attended by 18 members and 
was conducted by Fr. Edwin D. Corros.  This is 
the second ongoing formation seminar 
organized by the Ministry of the Word for its 
members for this year. 

Advent Recollection for English-speaking parishioners  
via Zoom 

This year, the Advent recollection will take a different form. Owing to the prohibition of mass 
gathering in any parish in the archdiocese of Tokyo due to Covid-19 pandemic, the English Pastoral 
Ministry will conduct a virtual Advent recollection on Saturday, 5 December 2020.  The Advent 
recollection has the theme “The Advent of God in the time of Covid-19 pandemic.”   

Fr. Edwin D. Corros, a Scalabrinian missionary working at the Catholic Tokyo International Center 
(CTIC) will serve as preacher. This is 
the f i r s t t ime tha t an Advent 
recollection will be done using the 
social media. Interested parishioners 
may just get in touch with CTIC office 
or simply PM the members of the 
English Pastoral Ministry to access the 
link to the said virtual recollection (via 
Zoom).  The recollection will be held 
from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM.   
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Community News
Meguro Parish sent donation to Typhoon Victims  

in the Philippines 

The Philippines has experienced two very strong typhoons last month.  The first typhoon named 
Rolly (with international name, Goni) came just after the country had celebrated All Souls Day.  
The second typhoon named Ulysses (with international name, Vamco) came a week after.  Tagged 
as one of the strongest typhoons to hit the country since tropical cyclone Haiyan in 2003, super 
typhoon Rolly left a trail of tremendous destruction in the Bicol area, south of Manila. Eighty 
percent of the houses and buildings in the island province of Catanduanes were destroyed, 
according to reports while huge boulders and lahar coming from Mt. Mayon, an active volcano had 
buried numerous houses in Albay. The second powerful storm Ulysses likewise had brought so 
much rainwater to the whole island of Luzon, particularly in the provinces of Isabela and Cagayan 
Valley, especially after the dams nearby had to release water it could no longer hold.  Several 
people were drowned during the onslaught of Ulysses as the provinces had been in high water.  
Many others had spent the night on their rooftops to survive the floods. Typhoon Ulysses had 
destroyed not only houses but also agricultural fields, which left almost all land in deep mud. The 
government had estimated millions of dollars loss in crops and other livelihood.  The country 
appeals now for humanitarian aid.  

Aware of the massive devastation that typhoon Rolly had left the provinces of Catanduanes and 
Albay in Bicol region, the parish of St. Anselm’s Catholic Church at Meguro had immediately 
responded by organizing an impromptu second collection during the past two Sundays at its 
masses.  The parish had raised 170,548 Japanese yen.  The parish office had remitted the money to 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Virac, Catanduanes last Thursday, 19 November 2020. The bishop 
of Virac had been informed of the humble cash donation of the parishioners who had shown their 
immediate solidarity to the sufferings of the Filipino people in Catanduanes.  

Meanwhile, the English Pastoral 
Ministry of CTIC appeals to 
everyone who has the capacity to 
extend financial help especially 
now that entire island of Luzon 
has been declared by the president 
of the Philippines under the state 
of calamity.  Anyone willing to 
extend help intended to the 
vic t ims of the recent two 
typhoons that hit the country may 
simply bring their financial 
donation to CTIC office at 
Meguro. For more information on 
how to send donation, kindly look 
for Fr. Edwin Corros, Ms. Erlyn 
Regondon or Ms. Therese 
J a p i t a n a o r b y c a l l i n g 
03-5759-1061.  
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Simbang Gabi to be held in two parishes in Tokyo 

All is set for the traditional religious observance of Simbang Gabi in the two parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Tokyo, as part of the preparation for the coming of Christmas among the Filipino 
communities. Simbang Gabi, the most celebrated religious event in the Philippine Church during 
Advent Season is now being celebrated in other countries where there is a large community of 
Filipinos.  Simbang Gabi is a novena dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary that allows devout 
Filipinos to celebrate Mass for nine days. It is normally held at dawn when roosters start crowing 
indicating that the sun will soon rise. A religious tradition introduced by the Spanish missionaries 
believed to have originally observed in Mexico in the early nineteenth century, it continues to be 
practiced by the Filipinos who had migrated to other countries.    

 The Masses at Chibadera and Meguro parishes will begin at 7:00 in the evening.  Scalabrinian 
missionary, Fr. Pal Berdos, assistant parish priest serving both Chibadera and Nishi-Chiba parishes 
will be hosting the Simbang Gabi at Chibadera 
Catholic Church together with the parish priest, Fr. 
Fukushima.   

At the Catholic Meguro Church, Fr. Miyashita will 
welcome the different priests to preside the Masses 
for nine successive evenings starting Tuesday, 15 
December 2020. Archbishop Tarcisius Kikuchi Isao 
will preside the first Mass.  All parishioners are 
welcome to join however they need to pre-register 
before they could be allowed to celebrate the 
novena of Masses.  This rule also applies to 
Catholic Chibadera Church.  

Community News
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Community News
Webinar on Mental Health 

Last November 5 at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the 
Philippine Missionaries (PhilMiss) Kanto group had 
conducted a webinar on “Depression” given by Fr. 
Brian Malnegro of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
assigned in Toride church.  There were 13 participants 
composed of missionaries and lay church members, 
from Tokyo, Yokohama, Saitama, Kyoto, Nagano, and 
Morioka. The webinar lasted for almost 3 hours because 
the sharing of experiences were also encouraged from 
the participants.  After the said webinar some of the 
missionaries gave their feedbacks. 

“The presentation was very helpful- based on research, updates of the latest interventions as well 
as the lived experienced quoted from field practice, including those in Japan. The sharings of 
fellow missionaries were also very rich for they were culled from long experience of accompanying 
migrants in their totality. The importance of collaboration and acknowledging our limits as well...” 
(Sr. Flor Florece) 

“Yes, the input from Fr. Brian was so informative and the sharing of Sr. Flor and Leny were very 
important too. We need to have this kind of sharing among ourselves here in Japan lalo na ngayon 
na parang (especially now that) most of us are prevented to leave the house or are afraid somehow 
to go out kasi nga pandemic (because of pandemic). But this webinar helped us to be informed and 
also connect with people.” (Fr. Garry Gestoveo)

Instant Mass for Filipino parishioners in Shimura Church 

In an unexpected circumstance an English Mass was celebrated with a group of Filipinos at the 
parish church of Shimura last November 4, 2020 as requested by its parish community leaders since 
the Mass they frequent every Wednesday being celebrated at Akabane Church is still not available 
until now.   

Prior to the Eucharist, the novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help was said.  Fr. Edwin D. Corros, 
CS has agreed to the arrangement of celebrating the English Mass at Shimura while the parish church 

of Akabane is not yet open to celebrate the Mass every 
Wednesday.  This request for an English Mass on 
Wednesday has the permission of the parish priest and 
his council. It is open to all interested provided they will 
comply with the health protocols required by the Church 
to prevent the spread of Covid-19.  The small church 
could only accommodate about twenty parishioners at 
the most as they observe social distancing during the 
Eucharistic celebration. 
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Community News
Night of Prayer resumed in Goi 

As already announced, the resumption of the Night of Prayer at Goi Parish took place last 
Tuesday, 24 November 2020 since all public celebrations was halted in all parish churches since 
March this year following a memorandum from Tokyo Archdiocese.  Masses were made available 
to the parishioner only in June.  Recently, with the permission of the parish priest, Fr. Nguyen 
Tien, twelve parishioners of Goi, mostly Filipinos who used to attend the monthly spiritual 
activity had gone back to their monthly Night of Prayer. They prayed with so much enthusiasm.   

As earlier instructed, they have to observe the usual health protocols required by the parish.  For 
instance, before one could enter the Church, one needed to keep wearing facemask; undergo a 
thermal check; disinfect hands with alcohol and leave contact information through registration for 
possible contact tracing.  The use of the toilet is only available to one person at a time, even if 
more people could be accommodated in the facility.  

Once inside the Church, the parishioners are asked to refrain from talking and have to observe 
social distancing.  They are also made to occupy only the designated seat assigned to them upon 
registration.  According to the one assigned to handle the registration, “These are the same 
proprieties being observed when the parishioners are coming to the parish for the Sunday Mass.” 
Such health protocols assured them some certain feeling of security whenever they join religious 
and spiritual activities at Goi.  They believe that the parish priest indeed had assured them of such 
health security whenever they come to their parish.    
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CTIC Keitai “Good News” 

To subscribe for CTIC Keitai “Good 
News” , you may emai l us a t 
info@ctic.jp. 
For old subscribers who are not able to 
receive their good news, kindly email 
us from your keitai to:  info@ctic.jp

Catholic Tokyo International Center 
カトリック東京国際センター 

4-6-22 Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku, 
Tokyo 141-0021 

Tel (03) 5759 - 1061

Community News

CTIC Kalakbay Planner 2021 is now available.   

You may call us at 03-57591061 for your order.   
Other religious items are also available including  

Tokyo Olympic 2020 rosaries. 
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